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SOEROMO DARPOSAWEGO was bom in Surakarta (Solo), Central java, on 11 October 1919. Me began making 

drawings for architect Robert Deppe in Batavia (Jakarta) in 1940. He also studied painting under Mas 

Pirngadie (c. 1875-1936) and worked on glass paintings, murals and ceramics. Suromo was a member of 

Persatoean Ahli-ahli Gambar Indonesia (PERSAGI, Union of Indon esian Painters) in 1937, and took 

part in an exh ibition at the Bataviasche Kunstkring (Batavia Art Circle). He passed away in Yogyakarta on 24 

january 2003. 

During Indonesia's war of independence from 1945 to 1949, Suromo was active as a revolutionary artist 

and also expressed himself in writing. In the magazine Mimbar Indonesia in 1949, he wrote about the technique 

of painting as an expression tied to the times. According to him, the important thing about painting is to 

completely empty out the contents of the artist's heart. Art is not a matter of technical ski ll in painting, but 

letting the heart speak fully everything it has held back. While most artists moved to Yogyakarta, the Indonesian 

capital during the war, he went to Solo and joined Balai Penerangan Tentara Divisi IV. In 1946 Suromo became 

a member of Seniman Indonesia Moeda (SIM, Young Indonesian Artists) in Solo and then moved to Yogyakarta. 

From 1948 to 1949 he joined the magazine Seniman, and in 1950 led Himpunan Budaja Surakarta (BBS, 

Surakarta Cultural Association). He began teaching at Akademi 5eni Rupa Indonesia (ASRI, Indonesia Academy of 

Fine Arts) in Yogyakarta in 1951. From this time until his death, Suromo made many woodcut prints of daily life 

and the struggles of the people. He participated in several group exhibitions and held a solo exh ibition at 

Galeri Lontar in jakarta in 1998. In 1956 he was awarded by the Badan Musjawarat Kebudajaan Nasional 

(BMKN) for his graphic art. (AB) 

PASAR - 1957 - Oil on canvas - 33 x 38 cm 
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