ang Christianto (b. 1947
Wation with associated solo petfor
b structures, organic materials d

truisms of a wentieth century glos
bal culture are challenged by the
survival of cultural eraditions :
thought lost. It is a significance par-
adox that while national identity or
anew cultural and regional identity

is being assereed, it is the artists’

sophisticated knowledge of, engage-
ment with, and sometimes rejection
of, internationalism that has
prompted some of the most inter-
csting recent art. The art of this re-
gion is diverse - at times i _rj1,n:n’se.l}ci
locally specific - while, at the same
time engaging with international
argpractice. There is no scnsc of a
h‘pﬁagenoq

there ate common themes w!
emerge. Among these themes are
identity, the place of tradition with-
in rapidly changing societies, the is-
sues of religion and spirituality, the
role of women in society, social and
political concerns reflecting every-
day events which arcists live wi
within their own particular so 7
ties, ecological issues and the world-
wide problem of environmental

degradation. Perhaps the most sig- * ||
nificanc factor that does emerge

from the region is a sense of dynam-
icohange. ;

s regional identity yet ||

Artwithout a ‘Centre’
The issues raised by the Asia-
Pacific triennial serics of exhibi-
_ tions will not be easily resolved. The
- Queensland Art gallery recognizes

~ the complexitics of the cultural

interactions takig® place in today’s
world by havingbmmiteed itself to
at legst three exhibitions before the

che century, It has always
been my belicl chat it will take at
feast ten'years to understand the
processes ofichange and inceraction.
Our hope s that Queensland Art
Gallery can be part of this dialogue
and discussion. ¥

Queensland Art Gallery
Queensland Cultural centre
South Bank, Brisbane .+
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